                                                                                                   TOWN OF AMITY MINUTES

REGULAR BOARD MEETING
April 10, 2017
UNOFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY THE BOARD


Present:  Supervisor Dana Ross, Councilpersons:  Barb Zlomek, Donald Skinner.  Absent: Josh Brown and Miranda                  
 Gates
Town Clerk:  Kristine Young
Deputy Clerk: Christina VanCuren-absent
 Highway Superintendent:  Bill Bigelow
All Votes taken at this meeting will be by roll call.

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Dana Ross at 7:00 PM. 
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
A motion to wave the reading of the minutes of the last meeting and to accept those minutes was made by Councilperson Zlomek.  A second to the motion was made by Councilperson Skinner.  All Councilpersons and the Supervisor voted Aye.  There were no Nay Votes.  The motion was carried 3-0-0.

GUESTS:
SUPERVISOR ANNOUNCMENTS: Supervisor Ross received a call from Cathy Young’s office recently because an individual had contacted them with concerns regarding the draining of the pond off Cemetery Hill by the town highway crew.  After checking with Superintendent Bigelow, it was determined this was not the case. An overflow pipe had heaved and water was running over the top of the dam.  The pipe was replaced and some brush was cleared in the meantime.  Supervisor Ross contacted Cathy Young’s office to let them know the pond was not being drained. It was then discussed that perhaps the town should put a sign on the gate regarding entering at own risk to cover any liability the town may have.  Supervisor Ross will discuss this with the town attorney. 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT REPORT: Exhibit B.  Superintendent Bigelow reported Gary Ordway is still off work and will be for an unknown time.  A temporary replacement is still needed.  Supervisor Ross has contacted the union representative, John Tarusak through e-mails and got the okay, however he would like a written document stating this before doing so. Superintendent Bigelow reported Dave Mehlenbacher has come back temporarily to help care for the cemetery.  Job Track has been contacted requesting workers to help Dave as it’s too much for one person to handle. Superintendent Bigelow also reported they have been sweeping roads, welded the thumb on the excavator, done more patching, fixed creek on Whitcomb Road and cut brush on Back River Road. The blower for the cemetery has been purchased and the John Deere tractor will come next week.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Superintendent Bigelow and Councilperson Skinner have evaluated trees in order of relevance before taking down. True Cut quoted $2675.00 to cut six trees and take down several limbs.  A motion was made to have True Cut take down six trees by Supervisor Ross.  A second to the motion was made by Councilperson Skinner.  All Councilpersons and the Supervisor voted Aye.  There were no Nay Votes. The motion was carried 3-0-0.  Money will be taken out of the contingency fund to cover this expense. 
OLD BUSINESS:  A sample usage policy for the tablets used by Superintendent, Town Board and Planning Board was handed out at last meeting. No responses from members other than Councilperson Skinner.  It will be brought to the table at next meeting for discussion. 
APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS: A motion to accept the General Abstract 04 in the amount of $63,887.19 and Highway Abstract 04 in the amount of $14,008.08 made by Councilperson Skinner.  A second was made by Councilperson Zlomek. All Councilpersons and the Supervisor voted Aye.  There were no Nay Votes. The motion was carried 3-0-0.
ROUND TABLE: Supervisor Ross will be meeting with the new lawyer this Saturday and taking our files with him.  The water project will be the first item to be reviewed.  Deputy Superintendent Francisco and Councilperson Skinner have been delegated to communicate with the Village officials on this project.  A Memo of Understanding is still needed.  The Land Use project will also be discussed with attorney.  Gregory Schnurle from  ACCORD Corp. was unable to come to this meeting as planned.  He sent an email to the Town Clerk explaining what the Land Bank is which was forwarded to all Board members and Supervisor. 

 Spectrum (formally Time Warner Cable) has requested a franchise resolution with the town.  The lawyer will be asked to review this before signing/accepting the resolution.  
Councilperson Skinner has received an estimate from Peterson Roofing of Olean to make repairs on the Town Hall building, as well as masonry work for chimney repair, windows, front steps and column bases from Miller and Richards of Genesee, Pa.  Mayor Schmelzer will present the estimate to the Village Board and advise the Town if they are willing to share the expenses.  Money will be taken out of the contingency fund to cover these expenses. 
The Town Clerk advised the Board that this year’s tax collection has been completed.  Monies that were due to the County Treasurer have been paid and book turned in.  
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  Wendy Skinner from the Planning Board was present. She announced that Gretchen Hanchett will be the speaker on May 11, 2017 at their meeting.  She is the Director/Tourism Coordinator from Greater Allegany County Chamber of Commerce.  
Dave Gominiak presented concerns for properties that need to be assessed and the fact the assessor is not present at the Town Board meetings as requested.  It will be two years in June since a list was compiled of properties that needed assessed.  Dave also requested a list of Board of Assessment Review members.  
NEXT MEETING: The next regular board meeting will be held the May 8th, 2017 at 7:00 PM at the Town Hall.  Supervisor Ross indicated, an executive session will be entered into after the regular meeting. There will be a discussion regarding hiring of temporary employees and the union contract with the Highway Department employees.  Negotiations will start in June.  
ADJOURN MEETING: A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilperson Skinner.  A second was made by Councilperson Zlomek. All Councilpersons and the Supervisor voted Aye.  There were no Nay votes. Carried 3-0-0. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 PM.

Ss

State of New York

County of Allegany

IN TESTIMONY HEREOF, I Kristine Young have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said Town of Amity. 

Sincerely, 
__________________________________________

Kristine Young, Town Clerk of Amity
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